
CLIMATE CHANGE & HURRICANES

Effect of Sea Surface Temperature on North Atlantic Hurricane Intensity 
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Consistent Increase due to Climate Change

Recipe For Disaster  

>80°F

+ =
 >74 mph

+

Tools to Measure Intensity

Power Dissapation Index (PDI)

TOTAL 
DURATION

FREQUENCY

STRENGTH

Saffir-Simpson Scale

74-94 76-110 111-129 130-156 157+

Category

Winds (mph)

1 2 43 5

An Eye into the Future

in the number of major hurricanes
in the Atlantic by 2081-2100  

 And Globally a 

In greater danger of stronger hurricanes 
if temperatures continue to increase

29% Increase

20% Increase

METHODOLOGY
Data and Information sourced from Yale Climate Connections and 
The United States Environment Protection Agency (EPA)


